
Jane Jacobs
(Stanziola, 

1961)



Biography
• Born 1916

• Journalist

• Greenwich Village, New York

• Author of The Death and Life of 

Great American Cities - 1961

• (Hospers, 2003)

• Image by Stahlberg (2017)

(Stahlberg, 2017)



Context

• Suburban Flight (Campanella, 2011)

• Urban Blight & Renewal (Campanella, 
2011)

• Mayor Fiorello La Guardia & Chief 
Advisor Robert Moses (Hospers, 
2003)

• “Slum” Clearance & Urban Motorways 
(Campanella, 2011)

• Protesting “Federal Bulldozer” 
approach (Hospers, 2003)

Proposed, unbuilt, Lower Manhattan 

Expressway. Image by Rudolph (1967)



Concepts and Ideas

o Eyes on the street

o Safety

o ( Jacobs, 2015)

o Sidewalk Ballet

o Mixed-use neighbourhoods

o High-density

o Short blocks

o Frequent crossings

o ( Jacobs, 2015)

o Old buildings

o Low-income housing

o Visual variation

o (Hospers, 2003)

(Kohlhofer, 

2005)



Legacy

Rethinking of 
bulldozer 

development   
(Dreier, 2006)

Preservation of 
existing urban fabric 

(Dreier, 2006)

Advocacy planning 
(Dreier, 2006)

Democratisation & 
populism within 

planning 
(Campanella, 2011)

“Corrective instead 
of pre-emptive” 

planning 
(Campanella, 2011, 

p. 6)

Renewed importance 
of dense, mixed-use, 

walkable 
neighbourhoods 

(Dreier, 2006)

Low-carbon emission 
cities                

(Mohareb et al., 
2016)



Relevance To Aotearoa New Zealand

Advocates for 
preservation of 
existing urban fabric 
and heritage 
buildings
•Special character 
areas

•Hospers (2003)

Basis of fifteen-
minute cities
•Auckland Unitary Plan 
& NPS-UD

•Climate change
•(Dreier, 2006)
•(Mohareb et al., 2016)

Proponent of 
advocacy planning
•Challenges to 
proposed changes

•Self-serving populism
•NIMBYism

• (Campanella, 2011, p. 6)

“Corrective instead 
of pre-emptive” 
planning”
•Slow to addressing 
problems

•(Campanella, 2011, p. 
6)

(Shih, 2021) (Kappel, 2011)

(Shih, 2020)(Golik, 2017)



Thank You
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